
OAEA Summer Symposium 2025 – 
Embrace Creativity Final Report 

The 2025 Ohio Art Education Association 
(OAEA) Summer Symposium – Embrace 
Creativity held at Mount St. Joseph University 
(MSJ) June 16-18 was a huge success both 
financially and artistically!  This program is 
sponsored by the OAEA Distinguished Fellows 
and began as a pilot program in 2016 at the 
Columbus College of Art & Design.  There were 
50 members registered, an additional six 

presenters (not OAEA members) and 10 preservice MSJ art education students in 
attendance.   Participants were able to choose from 12 different workshops and four 
master classes during the 2 ½ day event for a total of 16 choices.  These workshops and 
master classes are different from the OAEA annual conference in the fall because it is not 
focused on what you may 
take back to your classroom, 
although some materials and 
experiences may be adjusted 
and used in the typical 
educational setting – it is 
concentrated on each 
participant’s artistic voice.  
College credit and PDUs were 
available, and certificates 
were sent to participants 
were provided in their folders.   

This years’ symposium was made possible by a wonderful planning committee lead by Dr. 
Michaelann Kelley and Mrs. Susan Ruttle Lawrence. There were many fellows and 
members, university faculty, staff and students that made the event spectacular.  Special 
thanks go to Mount St. Joseph University for allowing us to use their campus free of charge, 
including parking.  It was exciting to have the MSJ student exhibition on display in the 
Studio San Giuseppe gallery featuring the work of many of the preservice art education 
students.  A highlight of the symposium was the gallery walk on the last day of curated 
works of the participants created in the workshops.   



Lodging was available through Mount St. Joseph University housing in Seton Hall next to 
the Dorothy Meyer Ziv Art & Design Building.  There were 15 members that stayed on 
campus and others chose to stay at alternative locations nearby. 

The Monday night opening reception was held in 
the Studio San Giuseppe Gallery with the theme of 
“All Things Cincinnati.”  Skyline Chili Dip and 
LaRosa’s pizza were a feature on the buffet. The 
attendees enjoyed creating artwork based on 
Cincinnati. Sculptures were created with Play-Doh 
which was invented in Cincinnati, paper mosaics 
were developed inspired by the large mosaic 
murals of Union Terminal, button making, art deco 
inspired buildings of the area, and creating fabric 
quilt-like pieces 

inspired by Aminah-Brenda Lynn Robinson, known for her 
contributions to African American art and narrative 
textiles, including a specific work related to the 
Underground Railroad Museum in Cincinnati. 

The scavenger hunt on Tuesday night was fun but unless 
participants had a buddy – driving and navigating was 
difficult. The Wednesday group lunch along the river was 
wonderful and everyone loved the community building.  

On top of the art experiences, 
Summer Symposium provides a 
donation to the Ohio Art Education 
Foundation; this year we 
contributed $1,000 to the Ohio Art 
Education Foundation.



2025 Summer Symposium Planning Committee 
Dr. Michaelann Kelley and Mrs. Susan Ruttle Lawrence, 
Co-Chairs 
Mount St. Joseph University Preservice Art Education 
Students 
Juli Dorff and Suzanne Mitolo, OAEA Fellows Liaisons 
Linda Hoeptner-Poling, Professional Development 
Contact 
Alice Tavani, Eblast Facilitator 
Bev Finkel, OAEA Treasurer  
Trina Parrish, OAEA Data/Form Chair
  
2025 Workshops and Master Classes – Special thanks to all Fellows and friends who 
shared their time and talents! 
Presenter: JJ Baker 
Workshop Title: Observational Trompe l'oeil Object Painting (Master 
Class) 
Description: In this workshop, participants will practice 
observational drawing and painting techniques of a small personal 
object they bring. They will practice drawing and painting this object in 
an illusionistic fashion, known as “trompe l’oeil.” There will also be a 
lecture and discussion on its connection to art history. 
 

Presenter: Michaelann Kelley 
Workshop Title: A Printmaking Smorgasbord (Master Class) 
Description: Create and Experiment with four different printmaking 
techniques – dry point (intaglio), monoprints with alcohol release, gelli 
plates, and collagraphs (either embossed or ink), and cyanotypes. The 
workshop participants will experiment with all six processes in the 
morning session. During the afternoon session, the participants will 
choose one process to create a more in-depth print, which focuses on 
process and concept. 

 
Presenter: Suzanne Mitolo 
Workshop Title: Handmade Books Made Easy 
Description: Workshop participants will explore a 
variety of handmade book techniques and create 
several small handmade books - a ribbon bound book 
with sewn signatures and an accordion book. These 
small books can be used as a journal or mini-photo 
albums. Decorative papers for the covers and interior 
pages will be provided. 



Presenter: Sue Ayers 
Workshop Title: Embellishments to the Max!  
Description: Hot glue guns will be humming and participants will attach bits 
and baubles from their personal stashes to their featured three-dimensional 
item(s) brought from home. 
 

Presenter: Alice B. Tavani 
Workshop Title: Daily Dose- Simple Ways to Squeeze Art 
into Your Busy Life 
Description: Has it been a long time since you made some 
art? I will share how I have kept making art over the years 
without the need for a large space or many materials. We 
will have fun exploring drawing, watercolor painting, 
Zendoodling, and more. 

 
Presenter: Adrian Vance Hawk 
Workshop Title: Upcycled Goodness + Nature Craftiness  
Description: This workshop will focus on using discarded materials in a 
creative way to make home/classroom decor and handmade gifts. 
 
 
 

 
Presenter: Sarah Rodriguez 
Workshop Title: PatchWORK: Patching Memory  
Description: In this workshop participants will be asked to 
identify memories representing the hope they see for a brighter 
future in their students, families, and communities. Using their 
memories as inspiration they will use hand painted paper to 
create memoryscape collages. 
 
Presenter: Susan Ruttle Lawrence 
Workshop Title: Drawn to Fabric 
Description: Find fresh inspiration for creating 
personally expressive textile pieces on sumptuous 
fabrics through the exploration of line, drawing, and 
mark making techniques. Create stunning surface 
designs that embody rich color schemes, intriguing 
patterns, and tangible textures. 
 
 
 
 



Presenter: Emily Wiethorn 
Workshop Title: Back to Basics: Build Your 
Own Pinhole Camera (Master Class) 
Description: In this hands-on workshop, 
participants will transform paint cans into 
working pinhole cameras, learning the 
fundamentals of light, exposure, and 
photographic history. In the afternoon, you’ll 
use your handmade cameras to create 
unique images, experimenting with 
composition, timing, and technique to 
explore the magic of analog, lensless 
photography then developing your images in 
the darkroom on campus. 

 
Presenter: Katherine Magalski 
Workshop Title: Slab Techniques Beyond the Cylinder (Master 
Class) 
Description: Participants will use approaches to slab construction 
to create two functional ceramic forms beyond a typical 
symmetrical cylinder. The primary objective is to expand on design, 
craftsmanship, and functionality with hand-building techniques. 
Participants will use low-fire clay and transport the work either to 
your home studio or your school to bisque fire and glaze. Clay and 
some tools are included in the workshop fee. 
 
 
 

Presenter: Lindsey Gustafson 
Workshop Title: Modified Encaustic 
Social Justice Panels 
Description: Come learn how to do 
modified "encaustic" panels on wood 
with hot wax and oil pastels. 
Presentation will focus on social 
justice issues. Participants will create a 
panel on wood in encaustic style. A fun 
process with many possibilities! 
 
 



Presenter: Michele Hamsher 
Workshop Title: Portrait Drawing/Painting with a 
Model 
Description: We will be drawing/painting from life 
with a clothed model. Yes, due to technology I have 
learned cell phones/tablets are now allowed as a 
reference if needed. A variety of drawing materials 
will be provided, but always welcome to bring your 
own. 

 
 
Presenter: Susan Ruttle Lawrence 
Workshop Title: Drawn to Stitch 
Description: Produce complex textile works that 
are enhanced through cutting, applique, quilting, 
manipulation, embroidery, and/or machine 
stitching. Utilize a variety of fabrics and fibers to 
create a dynamic interplay between the visual and 
tactile surface of your fabric pieces. 
 

 
Presenter: Gayle Trueblood 
Workshop Title: "Fiery Adornments: Torch-Fired Enamel 
Jewelry" 
Description: Dive into the vibrant world of torch-fired enamel 
and create stunning, one-of-a-kind jewelry pieces with color 
and texture. In this hands-on workshop, you'll learn the 
fundamentals of working with powdered glass enamel, metal, 
and a torch to produce bold, wearable art. From preparing your 
metal to layering and firing enamel with a torch, you'll gain the 
skills and confidence to design your earrings and pendant. 
 

Presenter: Therese Waldbillig 
Workshop Title: “Painting with Fibers” Using the Wet 
Felting Technique 
Description: Come and be mesmerized by the magic 
of creating felted paintings. Un-dyed merino wool is 
the blank canvas, dyed merino wool and other natural 
fibers will become the painter’s palette. Mixing dyed 
merino wool, manipulating the fibers and adding 
other natural fibers becomes the finished 
composition. The wet felting technique will be the 
final process used to finish the felted paintings. 

 



Presenter: Matt Young 
Workshop Title: A 1000 Words are 
Worth 1 Image  
Description: Explore the fusion of 
language and design in this digital text 
art project. Using typography, color, and 
layout, create a visually compelling 
piece that conveys meaning beyond 
words. Experiment with fonts, spacing, 
and effects to transform text into an 
artistic expression that engages, 
informs, or provokes thought. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  



OAEA Summer Symposium Financials 

 

Evaluation 

The Co-chairs met after Summer Symposium to discuss the project.  It was a success 
based on our experience and initial comments from participants who especially liked the 
variety and quality of the workshop.  Organizationally, it was very helpful to have co-chairs 
and would suggest doing that in the future or perhaps having a committee person in charge 
of the communication/website/jotform communication. The registration cost was $85 with 
presenters paying half ($42.50).  I would recommend increasing the registration slightly. 

Some things to consider for next year: 

● We increased the lunch time from 1 ½ hours to 2 hours to give the participants more 
time to finish up on their morning artmaking and to allow plenty of time to relax and 
enjoy lunch in community. This was done by starting 30 minutes earlier which posed 
no problems. 

Income       

Registration $85.00 42 $3,570      

Registration: 7 Presenters @$40 $8  $43      

emeritus free $1  $0      

  $3,613      

       

fees extra charged  $1,351      

Lodging $86.00  $1,204      

TOTAL  6,168 Actual    

       

Expenses     Expenses  
MASTER CLASS HONORARIUM 4/$150 $600  (free registration) 600  
Materials reimbursement 15/$60 $900   16 960  
Monday Night Welcome  $250    0  
Breakfast/Bagels/coffee  $400    0  
Snacks/water  $300    0  

OAEF Donation  
60 @ 
$20 $1,200   50 1000  

Office/name tags/printing /misc  $150     925.19  
expenses out extra fees charges  $1,351    1351  
Lodging 15  $1,290    1290  

TOTAL  $6,441    6126.19 Actual 



● All participants received a canvas tote bag, sketchbook, water color paint set, and 
water brush pens with their registration (donated by the Department of Creative 
Arts, Mount St. Joseph University. 

● Increase the material budget for presenters. We feel $70 is more in line with the 
budget.  Presenters can charge a small material fee if this amount will not cover 
their expenses. This year we budgeted $60.00 and it was not enough. 

● Add signage to a position. 
● Most people had some technical difficulties with the registration process and the 

OAEA chair was not helpful and made the process and work more stressful. Some 
participants had to be “penciled in” to the workshop list as they could not be 
changed in the Jotform at all. This led to some workshop fees had to be collected at 
the symposium.  

● We loved the logo and the shirt sales were a success. 
● Tuesday night event of the scavenger was fun for some, but most opted out. We 

discussed having a class on the Tuesday night for attendees.   
● The Welcome Reception was a positive experience with the gallery and artmaking.   
● We planned a luncheon on the last day at the Cabana on the River. Seating was 

great and the community building was perfect. One downfall with 40+ people it took 
a little longer than the allotted two hours. A suggestion was made to schedule just 
like this, but make it a dinner. 

● Communication through the website and eblasts was successful once the 
materials were posted and the eblast process was back online. 

● The dorms were great for the price, but was suggested to try and get the suites next 
time. 

One of the jobs for the Summer Symposium Chair is to secure a chair for the following 
year.  We have not secured a chair, but the venue has been determined. 

Dr. Michaelann Kelley and Mrs. Susan Ruttle Lawrence, Co-Chairs 

 


