
 Student Handout: Decorate Your Own Art Car 
(Middle/High School Version)
Title: Turn This Car Into a Moving Masterpiece!

Visuals (top section):

● Small photo of an Art Car from the Columbus Art Car Collective

● The car coloring page outline (yours)

Step 1: Get Inspired

Look at examples of Art Cars from the Columbus Art Car Collective. Notice:

● Bold colors

● Patterns and textures

● Themes and messages

Step 2: Plan Your Car

Answer these guiding questions before you start:

1. What theme or message do you want your car to show? (Example: nature, music, culture, identity, 
social issue)

2. Which colors or patterns will you use to make it stand out?

3. How will you make the sides, hood, and roof feel connected (unity)?

Step 3: Sketch Ideas

● Use the blank car outline below to test your color ideas.
 (Leave a half-page box with faint car outline for sketching)



Step 4: Create Your Art Car

Decorate your main car coloring page with markers, colored pencils, or collage.

Step 5: Reflect

● How does your design represent you or your community?

● If this car drove around town, what reaction would people have?

 Elementary Student Handout: My Awesome 
Art Car!
Visuals (top section):

● Smiling cartoon car with fun patterns

● The coloring page car outline (yours)

1. Imagine Your Car

If your car could show your personality, what would it look like?

● Favorite color: ________

● Favorite pattern: ________

● Something I love (animal, food, sport, hobby): ________

2. Design Your Car



● Use the big car coloring page to fill it with colors, shapes, stickers, or drawings.

● Be creative—make it wild, silly, or beautiful!

3. Show & Share

● Give your car a name: “The ______ Car”

● Share with a partner: What makes your car special?

Elementary Lesson Plan: My Awesome Art Car
Grade Level: 3–5
 Time Required: 40 minutes

Objective:
 Students will learn how artists can decorate cars as moving artworks and will design their own car to show 
their personality and creativity.

Materials:

● Printed car coloring page (one per student)

● Crayons, markers, colored pencils

● Stickers or collage scraps (optional)

Lesson Steps:

1. Introduction (5 min): Show a photo of the Columbus Art Car Collective. Ask: “What if cars could be 
painted like giant moving canvases?”

2. Brainstorm (5 min): Students share their favorite colors, hobbies, or patterns that could go on a car.

3. Work Time (20 min): Students color and decorate their car coloring page. Encourage bright colors, 
patterns, and imaginative ideas.



4. Sharing (5–10 min): Students name their cars and share with the class in a “mini art car parade.”

Assessment:

● Creativity and originality of car design

● Effort and use of color/patterns

● Participation in group share

Extension:

● Create a bulletin board “Car Parade” by displaying all designs.

● Have students draw themselves riding in their art car.


